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A Practical Treatise on Diseases of the Skin, for the Use of Stu¬ 
dents and Practitioners. Second edition, thoroughly revised and 
enlarged. By James Nevins Hyde, A.M., M.D., Professor of Skin and 
Venereal Diseases, Rush Medical College, Chicago, etc. Pp. 676. Phila¬ 
delphia : Lea Brothers & Co., 1888. 

In the five years which have passed since the publication of the first 
edition of this book much and good work has been done in dermatology. 
The number of its special students has largely increased, and their ob¬ 
servations, published in the form of general treatises, monographs, papers 
in journals, and reports of discussions in congresses and societies, have 
so multiplied that it has become almost an impossibility, even for the 
specialist, to keep one’s self fully acquainted with the progress in this 
department. A new edition of Professor Hyde’s valuable treatise, repre¬ 
senting, as it does, these latest advances in dermatology, is therefore very 
welcome. 

The whole work has been largely rewritten, and new matter to the 
extent of one hundred pages has been added, devoted mostly to the 
description of diseases recently isolated from affections with which they 
have hitherto been confounded, to new and important views relating to 
the etiology and pathology of others, and to the action of many new 
remedies, all of which have received full and careful consideration. 
Thirty additional woodcuts and two colored plates, illustrative of the 
gross and microscopic appearances of diseases, have also been intro¬ 
duced, which are generally excellent in quality. The greatest change 
in form has been the rearrangement of diseases in accordance with the 
plan of classification officially adopted by the American Dermatological 
Association, which greatly adds to the value of the book for practitioner 
and student, as this system is a simplification of Hebra’s, and is more 
generally in use in this country than any other. 

It Is not our intention to offer again a critical notice of the work, 
although a few of the author’s views challenge discussion: 

It may be doubted if the conditions described under the title “ eryth¬ 
ema intertrigo” are rightly placed; they might well be regarded as the 
erythematous stage of eczema in most instances. We wish, too, that 
the author had given fuller account of the various forms of erythema 
multiforme. 

In his chapter on lichen ruber sufficient attention has not been called 
to the occurrence of the intense melanoderma which forms so striking a 
feature in the last stages of most cases of this rare disease. 

The possible etiological relations of the so-called verruca necrogenica 
to cutaneous tuberculosis, which have been lately discussed by patholo¬ 
gists, have received no mention. 
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In his directions for the employment of electrolysis in hypertrichosis, 
which are given with the most satisfactory fulness of detail, the author 
states that it is better to operate in succession upon contiguous hairs, 
instead of selecting one here and one there, as the latter course is pro¬ 
ductive of greater pain. The former method may, indeed, be less painful, 
but is in our judgment much more likely than the latter to result in 
permanent scarring, in consequence of the greater inflammation produced 
thereby. 

In connection with the etiology of alopecia areata it seems to us that 
somewhat insufficient consideration has been given to the evidence which 
has been presented by eminent observers, bearing upon the question of 
its sometime parasitic nature. 

In his account of lupus erythematosus a more detailed description of 
its appearances upon the hands, which Dr. Hyde is especially competent 
to contribute, and upon the scalp, would have given it greater value. 

The chapter on tuberculosis of the skin is unsatisfactory, in which 
respect it unfortunately represents fairly enough our present knowledge 
of an important field of cutaneous pathology. 

With regard to the favorable influence of a residence in the United 
States upon the course of leprosy in the individual, we are not prepared 
to admit the optimistic views of the author, although there can be no 
question that the changed ways of living here may materially affect the 
further spread of the disease among the immigrants from Scandinavia. 

But these few questionable points of criticism affect in no measure the 
great value of the work. We can heartily commend it, not only as an 
admirable text-book for teacher and student, but in its clear and com¬ 
prehensive rules for diagnosis, its sound and independent doctrines in 
pathology, and its minute and judicious directions for the treatment of 
disease, as a most satisfactory and complete practical guide for the 
physician. J. C. W. 


Traite de chiburgie de guerbe. By E. Delorme, MC*dicin-Major de 
Ire classe; Professeur de clinique chirurgicale et de blesaures de guerre au 
Val de Grace. Tome Premier. Kistoire de la chirurgie militaire 
FRANCAI6E, PLASIE PAR ARMES A FEU DES PARTIES MOLLES. AveC 93 
figures dans le texte et une planche en chromo-lithographie. Pp. viii., G68. 
Paris : F61ix Alcan, 1888. 

Treatise on the Surgery of War. By E. Delorme, Surgeon-Major of 
the 1st class, etc. Volume I. 

When the French army was beleaguered at Metz in 1653, the garri¬ 
son, depressed by disease and injuries and hopeless of delivery, were 
almost on the point of surrendering, when Ambroise Part* was conveyed 
through the enemy’s lines and brought into the city. The soldiers greeted 
him with acclamation, crying, “ We need have no fear of dying, now that 
Par6 is with us!" New spirit was infused into all hearts, and a stout 
resistance to the enemy was maintained until the siege was raised. While 
perhaps the personal influence of Pard has not attended all of his suc¬ 
cessors, it is a noteworthy fact that from his day the French military 



